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ing up its past mistakes, 


ney and no effort has .been 
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D.A.’s JFK Death ‘Discoveries’. 


Parallel’ Warren Critic Theories — 


| Our Washington Bureau Chief rence 


Tf ‘By ROBERT W. LUCAS 
} 


its apogee in opinion 
polls, as | 


NEW ORLEANS, La. — Dist. |Position Complicated 


- Atty. Jim Garrison's widely pub- 
licized “discoveries”? about who'|this disturbing controversy is 
killed President Kennedy, and|complicated by two probable 
how the incredibly complex deed | facts: 
Wwasaccomplished, paralell theo- 


‘The government's position in. 


1, Its original decision to with- 


ries of the crime first propound-' hold and classify information 


ed by -authors of books critical 


- of the Warren Commission re- 


port 


silent on the phenomenon of de- 


al final report was hasty and 


and evidence gathered in sup- 
of the Warren Commis- 


Federal agents have remained ill-advised. The volume and 


of material withdrawn 


monology: that seems. to have- from public view were excessive 
captivated the, imagination of:. and, some of it, harmless. 


many. Americans, especially: 
those of college age. . 
Privately, they say that. cun- 
tinuows examination of Garri- 
son's “evitience’ and the allega- 
tions of such self-appointed ‘in-, 
vestigators as Mark Lane 


(“Rush to Judgment"’) and Har- © 
old Weisberg (‘'Whitewash’’) reé-) ° 


veal nothing that is new or help-: 
ful. , rs 


All such evidence and allega- 
tions have been checked-against 
the voluminous files of the mani- 
fold: government intelligence 
services, But Garrison and; 
Lane, now working together, | 
have apparently succeeded 
nonetheless in convincing many; 


that the ‘‘government" js lying, 


concealing the truth and cover-: 


Speculation as to the true orl-! 
gin of Garrison’s investigation,* 
considering the early influence, 
and later participation of War- 
ren Report critics such as Lane’ 
and Weisberg, includes the com-. 
ment of John Sparrow, English, 
academician, in the London: 
Times’ literary supplement, 

Sparrow cites ‘evidence of as- 
sociation ‘between those: -who' 
have criticized the (Warren) re-, 
port.” = ‘4 Th . 4 

“Tf the critics turned : their 
scrutiny upon themselves they | 





2. The generally accepted role 
of the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy in the arming and training of 


anti-Castro rebels. at camps in 
Louisiana and Mississippi cloud- 
ed the true status of certain 
pre-assassination figures in and 
around Orleans parish,’ 


In the first instance the gov-. 
ernment is left vulnerable to the 
charge, however irrelevant and 
spurious, of wilfully concealing. 
evidence that reflects adversely 
on its own integrity and compe- 
fence. . 4 a. 

In the case of the CIA, the 
agency is now being hoisted on’ 
its own petard’of what it be- 
lieves to be essential immunity 
from disclosure; and what oth-)} 
ers believe to be obsessive in- 


? 
* 


: [volvement with and manipula- 
‘| tion of groups and individuals ir 


the national interest. 

It makes little difference a 
this point that nothing in the na- 
tional archives supports the con. 
voluted schemes of conspiracy 
now claimed by Garrison; or 
that the existence of one-time 
CIA agents or employes does not 
prove that they were ever re- 
cruited to murder a president. . 


Mystery Is An Element 


' People who love a mystery, 
and certainly one arising [rom 
an unbellevable and sinister se- 


might well detect in theit own ‘| quence of events culminating in 


activities evidence of a sinister 
combination,” he says. And, he 


years America has been drag: 
netted, hundreds of witnesses 
have been interviewed, no” mo- 


spared — and the nets are emp- 
ty, save for a handful of homo:. 
sexuals and other queer fish in 
New Orleans. i tp a ea ge 

Is it possible, then, that Garr. 
son has embraced 
several postulations in the titil- 
lating books and articles that set 
the country to wondering about 
the assassination in mid-19667. 


For its is true that Garrison's 
“proof” was allegedly. uncov- 
cred after public skepticism: 
about the Warren Report had: 





portions of |” 


‘| shocking assassination and mur- 


der (the latter viewed by mil- 


lobserves, “throughout four, | jions on television) are beguiled 
|by secrecy, not ‘reassured or 
é persuaded by it. . 
- However complicated and 


awkward the government's posi- 
tion is, however, that of Garri- 
‘son seems inexcusable and in- 
tolerable. For his “trail by pub- 
licity” seems to foredoom the 
success of his case, even if it is 
ever established that he has one 
that is actionable, _ 


~ 





He has -ascribed complicity 


and motives of murder and con- 
“spiraty to the defenseless dead. | 


He has asserted over and over: 


| Spain what can be no more than 
“4 presumption of “proof” and 
i guilt of a plot and to plotters. He 


‘has, however, 


only one 


‘— Clay L. Shaw — while two of. 
his alleged coconspirators are in. 
their graves. 


He has made it appear that all, 


‘4nstrumentalities and officials of 
government other than his own 
office, including the federal 


cies, the presidential com: 


mission of distinguished citizens 
and the presidency itself, are 


concealing and destroying evi- 
dence and obstructing the pro- 


cesses of justice. 


~ 


‘Faces Accusations 


But he — ese s 

-ges of misusing the process- 
gl ge : including 
the grand jury, the interrogation 


of witnesses and the collection 


of evidence, 


' And Jim Garrison appears to 


have grossly violated canons of 


ithe bench and bar, both in fact 


and in spirit, by endless, prejur. 
dicial, premature and mischie- 
yous public discussion of a na~ 
tionally critical case that has 
barely advanced beyond the 
headline stage in more than one 


ear. : 
. The federal judiciary of Loul- 
siana was asked to intervene to 
restrain Garrison’s oppressive 
use of the’subpoena power, and 
responded immediately and fa- 
vorably. But the attorney gener- 
al of that state has ignored pleas 
by the Metropolitan Crime Com- 
mission of New Orleans to invess 
tigate charges of Garrison's ir 
regularities, misconduct and 
veven the commission of 
“crimes” against both the state 
and harassed Citizens. 
The American Bar Association 
has said or dove nothing. 
_ ‘The Orleans Parish Chapter of 
- the American Civil Liberties Un- 
ion has offered muted objections 
to Garrison's tactics, but the 
parent body .— historically 
proud of its role ‘as ‘watchdog 
ot civil liberties!’ — has re- 
mained silent. - 
Garrison himself, in what may 
.prove to have been his most tru- 
prophetic statement, said ear- 
ly in his 
assassination: . 


; “The key to the whole case is 
through the looking glass. Black 
is white; white is black. I don’t 
‘want té be cryptic, but that’s the 


way it is." 
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29,1968, Last lin A Sertes 


Lane, Weisberg and other citi- 
zen-eritics and authors of scath- 
ing tracts on the Warren Report 
exercise their rights of Iree 
speech and free press under the 
First Amendment. The effect of 
their words may be unfortunate, 
even deplorable. But their right 
to criticize, in harshest terms, is | 
unassailable, 


Garrison, however, is an “offi-: 
cer of the court,” a public offi-|” 
cial with special responsibilities |. 
to protect the rights, privileges 
and immunities of individuals. 
under the constitution as well as 
to enforce the laws of Louisiana, |, 

Now, regardless of what Gar- 
rison finally turns up in his pri-}’ 
vately-financed. investigation, 
some of his methods would seem | 
to inspire examination and cen- 
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